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WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CHAIRMAN OF PRIVILEGES AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE
BY THE CONNETABLE OF ST. JOHN
ANSWER TO BE TABLED ON TUESDAY 20th MARCH 2012

Question

Would the Chairman inform members whether the Patiection Commissioner was consulted on whether it
was appropriate for a member to be required toagedhe interests of his or her spouse or partefare the
Committee lodged the Amendment (No. 18) to the @tanOrders of the States which will require pudion

of interests on the internet and, if so, what aglvias received? If the Commissioner was not caedwliould

the Chairman explain why this was not done?

Were all candidates standing for election in Oct@¥ 1 notified in writing of the requirements centing the
interests of spouses/partners and, if so, diditicisde getting written consent from the spouséfgaragreeing
to the publication of interests? Were candidatethéu notified that it was intended to publish net&s on the
internet as well as making them available for pubispection in Morier House?

If candidates were not notified, will the Commitiee taking action to address the issue and wiltbmmittee
agree to delay the implementation of the proposals the next elections to enable appropriate messto be
taken to address any concerns relating to theeisiteiof spouses/partners?

Answer

Internet research shows that Registers of Interekting to M.P.s in the House of Commons, Memioéithe
Scottish Parliament, Members of the Welsh Asserahty Members of the States of Guernsey can all inedfo
and examined on the net. (See appendix)

The Data Protection Commissioner was not consimtadediately prior to the lodging of Amendment (N&)
to the Standing Orders of the States, however aldebken engaged with earlier discussions with thae®f
Conduct Working Party, particularly when this issues first discussed in 2005.

The amendment refers only to the interests of tkenber, their spouse or co-habitee, but not to ahgro
member of the family. The duty to declare the ie$ts of one’s spouse has been included in Star@idgrs
since 1991 since which time the following have bdedarable -

“(b) the name and description of any company, tvbietegistered in Jersey or elsewhere, in which the
member or the member’s spouse, or both personfyjoowns more than ten per cent of the issued
shares;

(© a description of any land in Jersey, othanttheir principal place of residence, which is ediy
the member or the member’s spouse or both persimtéyjand from which either of them derives
an income;”

On 6th March 2012, the States agreed that the amamidto Standing Orders which enables publicatioa o
member’s interest on the States Assembly webslteane into force one month later, namely 6th Ap€i12.

This amendment was approved following two Statetiates. However, the questioner will be aware tthat
Privileges and Procedures Committee initially pimgabpublication of the register of members’ interyes long
ago as 2005 (P.162/2005 refers) as there was ¢atisnl with members, and the Committee of the day
withdrew this element of the Standing Order charajesmember’s request. The matter was brought toaitie
Assembly by an individual member, the Deputy of\&artin, and on 9th June 2011 was carried by 3@t



9, with 2 abstentions, and the Committee there$emured the necessary law drafting amendment taiB@;
Orders for the States’ approval to implement thatigion, which was debated on 6th March 2012. Ehésed
Standing Order was approved by 38 votes to 5 withabstention.

The then Deputy of St. Martin also asked a quegti@23) of the Committee on this matter on 7th J20&l.
Given that matters have been lodged on 3 occastmmsultation with members has occurred, and there
both an earlier written question and a debate dutie run up to the last election, | believe thees adequate
notice of the provision for prospective candidates.

The Committee as previously constituted did nobmemend the online publication of the register ofmbers’

interests immediately the proposition was adopted(11 and considered that the move to online paitidin

should only be made once the new Assembly has ®em in, allowing those standing for electionake an
informed decision in the full knowledge that théaile they will be required to provide as electegihmbers will

be published on the Internet. It is the resporigilif prospective candidates for any new positmfamiliarise

themselves with the requirements of the post, higdis also true of the office of States’ membédrere are a
number of obligations placed on anyone who staadsléction to the States including the need tdeabiy the
election expenses’ regulations, the need to abjde Gode of Conduct and it is the duty of all cdatis to
ascertain what the constraints of elected offiecb@fore standing for election.

It is important to remember that Standing Orderuire the Greffier of the States to maintain a styi of
members’ interests and that any person may inspecatgister at the offices of the States Grefiéndunormal
working hours. While a photocopy cannot be provjded Assembly has been advised by the Law Offittears
any person could copy out the register and past the internet. A member of the public had alreexiyressed
an interest in doing so. Were a copy posted orintieenet by an individual it may be incomplete andy not
be maintained, so that any register put on therieténformally could be misleading, certainly witie passage
of time. The Committee took the view that a propenkintained and accurate list will be a betteusoh. The
amendment to Standing Orders was approved by a ragjority of the Assembly on 6th March 2012 aret¢h
is now no scope for PPC to put this matter on lsldequested by the questioner.
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